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until a.d. 313, it flourished and remained an outpost of Chinese
imperial power, with governors appointed from China. In the
tombs of the colony rich remains of civilization have been found.
The effect of this settlement on the life of the adjacent Koreans
must have been marked. It is possible, too, that a little Chinese
culture filtered into Japan by way of Korea. Indeed, the Chinese
claim that under part of the Han Japan was a vassal of China,.
Wu Ti also extended his territories to the south. The peoples
in the present coast provinces to the south of the Yangtze and in
Annam which, under Shih Huang Ti, had been brought within the
administrative system of the Ch'in and had been partially col-
onized by Chinese, had taken advantage of the weakness of the
Empire between the First Emperor and Wu Ti again to become
independent. Divided under several local rulers, they fell a com-
paratively easy prey to the vigorous, growing colossus of the
North. A kingdom in what is now the southern part of Chekiang
was the first to be annexed—in the earlier years of Wu Ti's reign
—and thousands of its people were moved into the valley of the
Huai. A state in what is now Fukien was the next to submit, and
much of its population is said to have been deported to the north
of the Yangtze. The mixture of population was probably fur-
thered to crush out local loyalties and, by creating one amalga-
mated Chinese race, to strengthen unity and the power of the
Emperor.
The largest of the southern kingdoms, called Nan Yiieh, had
been established by a Chinese, a former officer of Shih Huang
Ti. For a time this ruler acknowledged the suzerainty of the
Han, but after a few years he deemed himself strong enough
to assert his independence. Nan Yiieh had its capital at what is
now Canton and seems to have comprised much of the present
Kwangsi and Kwangtung and of the eastern portions of what is
now French Indo-China. The Han cast especially covetous eyes
upon its territories when a Chinese envoy made the discovery
that the products of what is now Szechwan—a Han possession—
were carried to Canton by way of the West River and its trib-
utaries. Under Wu Ti's direction Nan Yiieh was conquered
(b.c. 108), its territories were added to the Han domains, and a
canal was built to help connect the basin of the West River with
that of the Yangtze. As under the Ch'in, however, Nan Yiieh

